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Why would you look 

How do you join 

What do you get 

I have talked to a lot of people about God over the years and most of the time they are not 

interested. In the conversation we just can’t get past hurdle one. Why. That’s all very nice, maybe 

there is a God maybe this Jesus does exist but what is the relevance to my life? Why would I want to 

know him? Why would it interest me? I am perfectly happy as I am – I’m just not looking.  

And you know what …that is totally fair enough. There isn’t a lot more to be said at that point. And it 

is only as I have got older that I have understood that evangelism is much more about what God is 

saying to that individual than what I am saying or doing. God has to prepare the heart. He sends the 

Holy Spirit to soften the heart – to plant the seed, to prepare the way – to make the good soil. 

People come to faith because God draws them in.  

and why you are interested in the gospel message tells me so much – it tells me about you – about 

the very core of you. You see – imagine God like a huge city centre shopping centre. A shopping 

centre that is massive but they have built it in such a way that it moulds in to the town around it. It 

has at least 15 doors: 15 ways in. Depending on where you are in the city – some doors lead in from 

the underpass, some doors come in from the top of the hill near the castle. Some doors are at level 

two which is through the park, more doors face the carpark, the factory at the back, a high 

suspended pedestrian bridge etc etc many doors in, many different ways – from different places, 

low, high, dark, light, broad concourse or narrow bridge – lots of ways in. The ways in are the whys – 

the why you are looking for God. 

Acts 17:26,27 (NIV) 

 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked 

out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so that they 

would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us.  

 

Some people come to Christianity intellectually. They have reasoned it, and debated it, they have 

read about world faiths, they have compared and contrasted and looking at the facts they have 

decided they are interested. Their head has led them in. and God meets that need. God stacks up – 

theoretically, scientifically I have no worry in telling you that it is not faith or science. It is quite 

happily science and faith. As our experience of science widens we find It describing the processes 

and systems of God. 

Some people come to God because inside themselves they feel the need to be to be saved. They 

literally have that sensation – save me – somebody – reach down and pull me out. I can’t do this by 

myself – I am stuck – I am lost. Save me from the lion that prowls around me (1 Peter 5 verse8)– 

from my family, from my neighbourhood, save me from alcohol, get me out of here   … or find 

me here and help me survive. Some people cry out into the night – save me,  lord,  from 

myself. 

Some people are interested in God because they had an undeniable experience. Jesus literally 

walked into their lives, he stood at the end of their bed, he healed them, he spoke with them, he 

found them. And no matter what the sceptics say – you know – you know he came to you, he came 

for you. 
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Some of you came to God because you needed him to be real. You need there to be more, there is 

something inside you that crys out to him. You look at the stars and you know in the very fibre of 

your being that a creator exists. The idea of nothingness after the grave, makes you laugh – you 

know you have a spirit, you can see through the curtain of this mortal plain. The very essence of you 

testifies to the beyond, the more the heavenly. And that is your seed – that is your good soil. 

My story is that it is an ever growing relationship – born into a Christian home – my relationship with 

God has just always been there. No salvation moment, no crossing from darkness to light. Just a 

relationship slowly developing, intertwined into me, who I am, me and him, him and me … plaited in. 

Some people are drawn to God because they need to belong. They feel rudderless, drifting through 

life, and the body of Christ calls out to them and says – here I am – home, family, belonging. You had 

a God shaped hole inside you and you tried to fill it by fitting in. Trying to feel at home in lots of 

places, lots of clubs and groups and cliques,    but nothing satisfied, nothing filled the hole. Till you 

started to belong, truly belong, a member of the body of Christ.  

Some people have an eternal focus. The idea that pulled them in was eternity, heaven or hell.  

Some people come to God because of what he brings, they need that provision, they need to eat 

and only God can miraculously feed their family, some see the joy of others and want it, some need 

healing, some need strength some desperately desperately need forgiveness. 

All these needs, all these approaches, surely some of these must be incorrect, some of these must 

be inappropriate; some of these must be wrong. 

NO ha ha ha no no no – God meets all of these needs: Every single one and a thousand more 

besides. He is a holy infinite God like a multi sided diamond … each side of him … each experience of 

him is still him – but there is even more to discover … even more to find. You might approach God 

through one of these, to go back to the shopping centre analogy you might enter through one of 

these doors,  for one of these reasons but we all end up in the shopping centre guys.  

God is a good good God. He gives us good things  - he can be all you need him to be now, and all you 

might need him to be in ten, thirty, sixty years time – because your experiences of God are going to 

change, deepen, widen over time.  

God doesn’t care how or why you cry out to him. Whether you amble through, sceptical and 

scathing or you run for the door desperate and longing or if you crawl over the threshold broken and 

crying – he loves you – he is over the moon, he heaves up his skirts like the father in the prodigal son 

and with shameless abandon runs towards you. You are the one sheep, you are reason enough, you 

alone. 

You see your father in heaven is a father who saves.  But Jesus describes our approach to God as 

Abba Father – which means daddy. 

Galatians 4:6,7 

You can tell for sure that you are now fully adopted as his own children because God sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our lives crying out, “Daddy! Father!” Doesn’t that privilege of intimate conversation 

with God make it plain that you are not a slave, but a child?  

 And a daddy – is a completely different thing all together. I mean I am not sure it would have had 

the same impact in Star Wars ….ccchhhrrr Luke I am your daddy  

Here are some bits of the picture that come into my head when I say Daddy. 
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I see a smile, I see open arms and a warm hug. Daddy. I feel protected but in a presumed way. My 

dad tells a story about me when I was about 18mnths. I was kinda just walking and I was a big 

chubby kid – I mean I’ve seen photos I look like Winston Churchill in a frilly onesie. And we all in the 

park and I have been plonked down on the picnic table – coz you know I am really heavy and my 

mums arms can take no more – and I get up – unsteadily onto my feet and I toddle along the table 

vaguely towards my dad. Although saying that mum and dad are actually paying very little attention 

to me at all and suddenly I am at the end of the table and I just keep walking – I walk off the end of 

the table – and Dad catches this out of the corner of his eye and he just manages to catch me before 

I hit the tarmac. I’m happy as larry burbling away – he on the other hand is suddenly sweating 

buckets. But what moved him about that incident is that I presumed he would catch me. There was 

never a thought in my mind that he wouldn’t. He had me, he’d got it covered.  He had my best 

interests at the fore front of his mind. I was his number one priority – not how busy he was – or how 

big. And that is how daddy God feels about you. He has your best interests at heart – all the time. He 

will not abandon you or forget to be there. He will protect you from harm. 

You see our father is a daddy who saves. 

DADDY SAVES VIDEO 

Daddy’s can be quite protective of their children. I know my dad was quite protective of me growing 

up and I suppose still is really. I was brought up in a strong Christian family and I remember giving 

my life to Christ on many occasions the youngest I remember was aged 5. My mum and dad were 

really involved in Mission England which was a gospel tour Billy Graham did round England in 1984. 

Billy was unable to come to Norfolk so my mum and dad worked with others to set up a live video 

link in a massive aircraft hanger at RAF Lakenheath. We went in the bus with the lads from the YMCA 

(which is a homeless hostel where my dad worked) so me and my family were on the bus with the 

lads …rough guys… ex cons, homeless, addicts and lunatics. We all shared sandwiches, played uno 

and sang songs. And when Billy Graham asked people to come down the front to give their lives to 

Jesus apparently off I went. Five years old – blond bunches bobbing holding the hand of Juggy – the 

night watchman – no one messed with Juggy. and I gave me life to Christ standing with those men, 

lads, looking up at their tattoos and piercings, and leather jackets surrounded by strange smells of 

special brew and stale cigarettes.  

Come to me ALL who are weary Matthew 11:28 

So in terms of my life I can only ever remember already being a Christian and when Pastor asked me 

to share the gospel with you – I thought – what can I say – I don’t have a testimony of a “salvation 

moment” – but I remember experiencing someone else’s – kinda. Because Dave was not a Christian 

when we met in fact – he was not a Christian when we married. But I knew he was the man I was 

going to marry – and nothing would deter me. – I can be a little opinionated – stubborn even – and 

you know me now in the grace of maturity – imagine me at 22 oyhoyoyhoy 

So after we were married we moved into a flat in Edinburgh and we went to a church called PsandGS 

just up the road. Now the nights would draw in and the telly would be on and I would say – “let’s not 

bother to go to church”. But dave would be right there at the door. And we would go to church 

together. 

Dave had made it clear early on in our relationship that he didn’t want to talk about faith – that was 

a conversation that was not on the table. So we didn’t talk about it. And a couple of years went by. 

And then one night when we were lying in bed talking and I can’t even remember what it was about 

but I said to him “but obviously you as a non-Christian” and he said “who says I am a non-Christian” 
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– I’m like oh ho ho – is this an invitation to talk about this!!! I say “well are you a Christian” he said –

yes I am “ now to be honest I don’t believe him because salvation – I had been led to believe - was 

like a totally hallelujah – i am bathed in light moment, heavenly choirs and fireworks of faith – there 

was no way my husband could have become a Christian and me not know about it, I mean  - surely 

the whole tenement would have been set ablaze by salvations triumph – so I am thinking – bless 

him, he must be confused, just because we have been to church for a couple of years he thinks that 

makes him a Christian. So I’m thinking – how can I know – how can I know if he really gets it – if this 

is proper. So I start the Hannah’s understanding of salvation question countdown PATENT PENDING 

Ok ok ok here we go – deep breath – where do I start (I think to myself)  – I can’t just leap in with “is 

Christ in your heart?” – what does that even mean – that is total Christian jargon. 

Start at the very beginning – it is a very good place to start – if you believe you begin with.. 

So I am sitting bold up right now and I say 

1. Dave do you believe there is one true God 

2. Do you believe he loves you 

3. Do you believe he sent his son to earth as a man called Jesus 

4. Do you believe that Jesus was fully man and fully God and therefore perfect 

5. Do you believe that Jesus died on the cross  

6. And in that death acted as a sacrifice – taking your sins and imperfections from you onto 

himself 

7. Do you believe Jesus rose from the dead and ascended into heaven 

8. And in that act defeated death and took away your sins forever 

9. Do you believe this enables you take up your true place – sharing Jesus’ place - as God’s 

child, forgiven and holy 

10. And do you believe that because of that you can have a truly intimate relationship with God 

as a father now and forever.  

Oh my God oh my God oh my God – this is me jumping around the room now – you ARE a Christian 

Dave is like – yes I know – I told you that – do try and keep up 

No but I mean really – really saved – in the family – in the kingdom, redeemed ransomed 

So it is like one o’clock in the morning but I have to tell my parents – so I ring them and my dad 

obviously jumps out of bed and runs to the phone believing that the YMCA was on fire – again – and 

I’m like dad dad – Dave has become a Christian – and my dad is like – oh thank the lord – Barbara 

barbara get on the other line – Dave’s got it – he’s got it – and my mum is like what what what has 

he got and me and dad are like JESUS – ohhhhh my mum squeals “praise the lord” and we are 

jumping –  

and dave is just sat up in bed looking at us????? 

Now you know me folks I am not saying that 10 point plan is the only way to define Christianity – 

there are lots of amazing Spirit filled Christians out there that would disagree with some of these 
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points and would definitely put different weightings on them – but this is my understanding of what 

it takes to be in the family. 

I am the way the truth and the life, no-one comes to the father except through me. John 14:6 

And that is salvation people – but salvation is an event and Christianity is a life choice. A choice made 

every morning, every second, every decision. It is the difference between a wedding and a marriage. 

On the wedding night when all the guests have gone home – yes you are wed – but your marriage  - 

your marriage is yet to begin.   

So for me, my understanding is, that it is a club you join – and you join it by understanding and 

accepting these ideas, and you express that in some way – to God.  

Romans 10:9 If you declare with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

And it is a club with membership for life. God says in Isaiah 49: 15  

I will not forget you. "Behold, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands” 

He will never let you go, no matter how far you wander, you are still his child, no matter how many 

times you tell him you are never coming back, he will still watch for you, wait for you. You might 

forget about him, but he is not going to forget about you. 

You see when you join its not a club – it’s a family, and by joining it means you realise what Jesus did 

for you - You realise that he took your place on the cross. What does that mean 

Break it down 

It says in the Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord 

And God is both love and justice. Psalm 33 verse 5 says The LORD loves righteousness and justice; 

the earth is full of his unfailing love. Some might argue you can’t truly express justice without love, 

or love without justice. God is a perfect God – holy and spotless and as humans the way we are – we 

are neither perfect nor spotless, we are fallen, by our very nature – without any particular behaviour 

– we sin – we fall short of the holiness of God. And that has consequences – consequences that God 

as the embodiment of justice as the perfect judge cannot simply ignore. A price must be paid for 

man’s sins, a sacrifice must be given, an atonement made. 

But God is not only justice, oh no – he is also LOVE. He is the personification of perfect love. He loves 

us, he wants us to be able to draw close to him. So there is a price to be paid – a ransom, a 

redemption price – and he knows we can’t pay it. But Jesus can. Jesus is so pure, so holy, for he is in 

fact God with him in the beginning (john chapter1 verse2) and Jesus is such a spotless lamb that with 

his sacrifice he paid the price not only for your sin, or my sin, the sin of this church or this street but 

all men, for all time one sacrifice for sins Hebrews 10:14 

So he took your place – it should be me up there on the cross – dying for my sins but he took our 

place… that is Gods great abounding mercy – that we did not get what we deserved. But but but it 

doesn’t stop there. If he is in my place on the tree then I am standing in his place. That is God’s 

abounding grace – me receiving what I do not deserve. 

So hold the phone – me in Jesus’ place – what does that mean. It means you have become God’s 

son.  
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For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does 

not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your 

adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit 

that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs 

with Christ, Romans 8 14b-17 

Co heirs with Christ. A brother. Equal standing . When you approach the throne of the father you do 

so as Jesus – his perfect spotless son. You have his inheritance, yours is the relationship, yours is the 

power to do great works, yours is the spot in eternity in heaven. You, you, you are his child. His 

precious perfect spotless child and because of this holiness this mantle of Jesus’ righteousness that 

has been place apon you…you can have the most intimate of daddy relationships with him. 

And that that is the marriage – that is what you are walking out – everyday every moment – every 

decision. That is the bliss and the bounty of being a Christian. And when you taste that all other 

things fall away. The crushing need you had in the beginning for provision or for healing, for 

belonging or intellectual satisfaction all of those seem so very small in comparison to the 

overwhelming sweetness of walking and talking with God in your daily life. 

BUT GOD IS GOOD – because he will meet all those needs as well. 

As a human father knows how to give good gifts to his children (matthew7:11)– so you will get those 

things too – he will forgive your sins, he will set you free from addiction, he will give you the strength 

to survive your family, to avoid the traps of your neighbourhood. He will fill the God shaped hole in 

you, ASWELL ASWELL. 

That is the gospel message as I understand it. The why would you look, that how do I join and the 

what will I get. 


